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Routing & Siting 
 
Public outreach 
We believe it is beneficial to solicit input from individuals who may be impacted by 
transmission system improvements and additions. As a natural extension of the 
involvement of transmission system customers in the planning process, we also involve the 
broader public in our planning process. 
 
Public examination and discussion of transmission plans in advance of the commencement 
of work enhances awareness of the needs for transmission system improvements, helps 
eliminate surprises and can improve projects by involving the perspectives of those most 
familiar with impacted areas. Even for projects subject to public discussion and review as 
part of a state’s formal regulatory process, opportunities for the public to help shape 
decisions prior to the official start of the regulatory process can be helpful. 
 
By increasing the level of public understanding of the need for a project and by vetting 
specific solutions to be proposed, time spent in early discussions also can save project 
time overall. 
 
Our public outreach efforts may involve sharing and exchanging information about specific 
planned transmission line work with those who may be impacted. Depending on the work to 
be done, potentially impacted parties may include landowners or other community 
residents in the vicinity of an existing or a proposed new transmission line, local public 
officials, utility regulators and natural resource agencies, environmental or conservation 
groups, customers and other interested members of the public. 
 
Our public outreach efforts with various stakeholders can include a variety of interactions 
such as one-on-one or small group meetings, public open houses, newsletters and other 
communication activities. The overall goal is to maintain communication with those who 
may benefited or be impacted by transmission system plans – with respect to needs, 
possible alternative solutions, or the tailoring of specific project initiatives as they proceed 
through the planning, siting and regulatory approval stages leading to construction. 
 
Siting process 
When transmission infrastructure improvements or additions require new right-of-way, the 
job of siting the facilities is a sensitive one. We follow a careful and deliberate process that 
provides guidance for identifying and analyzing potential options for siting and routing of 
transmission facilities. Through input received from agencies, the public and other 
stakeholders, siting criteria are developed that are applicable and appropriate for the 
location and issues associated with a particular project. 
 
Legislation passed in 2003 (Wisconsin Act 89) outlined priorities for selecting locations for 
new transmission lines. As outlined in Act 89, Section 1.12 (6), we and the regulatory 
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agencies are required to “evaluate, to the greatest extent feasible consistent with economic 
and engineering considerations, reliability of the electric system and protection of the 
environment, the following corridors in the following order of priority:”  
 
1. Primary opportunities 

 Existing transmission lines 
 Pipelines 

 
2. Secondary opportunities 

 Highways 
 Railroads 

 
3. Tertiary opportunities 

 Recreational trails where rights-of-way, environmental considerations and 
engineering/cost feasibility warrant 

 
4. New corridors 

 Establish new corridors using section lines and/or property boundaries 
 
A copy of Act 89 is available at the state legislature’s Web site: 
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2003/data/acts/03Act89.pdf 
 

New right-of-way 
In addition, in siting and evaluating potential routes for transmission lines, consideration 
must be given to sensitive areas, which generally involve public or environmental issues. 
Information about sensitive areas can be found in Table RS-2. 
 
Figure RS-1 provides an overview of our siting process for identifying new electric 
transmission corridors and indicates the opportunities for public input. 
 
When new transmission line projects involve new rights-of-way, we gather environmental 
screening information. The environmental assessments provided in this section are high-
level and not nearly the level of investigation that will accompany a permit application to 
construct transmission facilities. 
 
Table RS-1 lists the new transmission lines requiring new right-of-way and whether high-
level environmental screening information is provided in this report or can be found in 
application materials already filed with the Public Service Commission. 
 
Table RS-2 provides environmental screening information for the lines listed in Table RS-1. 
Exhibits RS-1 through RS-29 identify the approximate end-points and study areas for each 
project for which high-level environmental screening information is provided. 
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Existing right-of-way 
Table RS-3 lists the new, rebuilt or reconductored transmission lines requiring no new right-
of-way and whether high-level environmental screening information is provided in this 
report or can be found in application materials already filed with the Public Service 
Commission.  Table RS-4 provides environmental screening information for the lines listed 
in Table RS-3.  
 
The projects listed in Tables RS-1 through Table RS-4 do not reflect the entire number of 
projects included in this assessment that will require some level of environmental 
assessment. Rather, these projects will require selection of new rights-of-way and are likely 
to result in new environmental impacts. The environmental screening information highlights 
some of the environmental concerns that will need to be considered during any route 
identification process for these projects. Other projects will require environmental 
assessment, and those assessments will be conducted in the course of finalizing the scope 
for each of those projects. 
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Siting Process for Identifying 
New Electric Transmission Corridors

Define opportunities within project study area

Define and map sensitivities within project study area

Analyze and refine corridors

Select preliminary routes

Develop composite map of opportunities and sensitivities

Define potential siting corridors based on 
opportunities and sensitivities

Evaluate preliminary routes

Select and map preferred and alternate routes

Conduct environmental characterization of routes

Define Project Study Area
ATC first round
of open houses

ATC second round
of open houses

ATC third round 
of open houses
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